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Abstract: The study examined the developmental prospects of 
international donor agencies in Delta and Edo states. Since the colonial era, 
some policies and programs within national development plans have been 
formulated to address the region's peculiarities; minority status, agitations, 
and perceived marginalization of the people of the Niger Delta. The study 
adopted the Integrated Development theoretical framework to explain the 
role of the selected international donor agencies in the Development of 
Delta and Edo States. This study adopts a qualitative research design; the 
researcher used descriptive analysis to examine international donor 
agencies' developmental prospects in Delta and Edo states. The theoretical 
research draws its argument from secondary data, which include journal 
articles, books, and internet sources, and was content analyzed about the 
scope of the study. The study concluded that corruption and bad 
governance, political and ethnic interest in developmental projects, climatic 
factors, poor infrastructural foundations, and expanding insecurity as 
critical developmental challenges affecting the survival of projects and 
programs in the oil-producing states. 

Keywords:  International donor agencies, developmental 
prospects, policies, and programs 

Abstrak: Studi ini memeriksa prospek perkembangan lembaga donor 
internasional di negara bagian Delta dan Edo. Sejak zaman kolonial, 
beberapa kebijakan dan program dalam rencana pembangunan nasional 
telah dirumuskan untuk mengatasi kekhasan daerah; status minoritas, 
agitasi dan marjinalisasi yang dirasakan dari orang-orang di Delta Niger. 
Kajian ini mengadopsi kerangka teori Pembangunan Terpadu untuk 
menjelaskan peran lembaga donor internasional terpilih dalam 
pembangunan Negara Bagian Delta dan Edo. Penelitian ini mengadopsi 
desain penelitian kualitatif; peneliti menggunakan analisis deskriptif untuk 
memeriksa prospek perkembangan lembaga donor internasional di negara 
bagian Delta dan Edo. Kajian yang bersifat teoretis ini pada dasarnya 
mengambil argumentasinya dari data sekunder yang meliputi artikel jurnal, 
buku dan sumber internet, serta dianalisis isinya dalam kaitannya dengan 
ruang lingkup kajian. Studi ini menyimpulkan bahwa korupsi dan tata 
kelola yang buruk, kepentingan politik dan etnis dalam proyek 
pembangunan, faktor iklim, fondasi infrastruktur yang buruk, dan 
ketidakamanan yang meluas sebagai tantangan pembangunan kritis yang 
memengaruhi kelangsungan proyek dan program di negara penghasil 
minyak. 

Kata Kunci:   Lembaga donor internasional, prospek pembangunan, 
kebijakan, dan program 
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Introduction 

The formative difficulties opposition to the Niger Delta are dictated by the area's financial and 

political frameworks that have stretched out over the last 200 years; clear progressions are 

apparent. Most striking is those associated with the contestation with untouchables over the rule 

of nearby assets and the chaperon feeling of being unreasonably misused, which have dissuaded 

the advancement of the locale. As set away in the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness (OECD, 

2005), a successful guide requires the joint responsibility that accomplice nations practice 

administration in creating and executing public advancement procedures through broad 

conference measures and that givers regard the authority of governments and add to fortifying 

their ability to practice it. In advancing the supportive of helpless development plan, contributors 

should zero in on helping accomplice nations to create and execute broadly claimed destitution 

decrease procedures fit the nearby setting through measures that reinforce the joint agreement for 

favorable helpless development. This paper looks at the commitment of researchers on the part of 

the chosen worldwide benefactor offices in improving the Niger Delta Region. It starts with the 

reasonable survey; the idea of improvement; point of view on global giver accomplices; unfamiliar 

contributor intercessions and financial turn of events; investigating benefactor accomplices as 

advancement help; contributor type and effect of improvement accomplices; giver accomplices 

proprietorship construction and effect of advancement help; describing nation possession and 

examples of givers beneficiary relations; evaluating country proprietorship practically speaking; 

assessment of giver accomplices exercises; formative possibilities in Delta and Edo states; 

examination of explored writing and hypothetical structure.  

Perspective on International Donor Agencies 

Worldwide givers are incredible improvement help and worldwide advancement associations. 

They provided support to non-industrial nations from numerous viewpoints. They offer excellent 

service for compassionate help and improvement exercises and have progressively arisen as 

influential factors in approach-making and strategy measures in the worldwide administration. 

Worldwide giver accomplices have various self-ruling public workplaces situated in numerous 

OECD and other agricultural nations, and they likewise work as individuals from worldwide 

consortia, confederations, and different affiliations that help advancement programs through 

territorial and public workplaces in non-industrial countries. 

Global givers are more significant regarding financial plans, staff, and tasks. For example, the 

regular yearly income of a center-level contributor accomplice like World Vision Australia was 

$345 million, and numerous different benefactors planned higher for advancement projects and 

compassionate help in building up the world. The significant targets of giver organizations 

internationally include the battle against overall neediness; insurance of fundamental liberties; 

destruction of illnesses; popularity-based administration; schooling; environmental change, and 

other worldwide formative issues. Worldwide benefactors existed in numerous structures for a 
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long time, yet their ascendency to conspicuousness in global improvement was during the 1980s, 

and their numbers significantly expanded during the 1990s. The United Nations assessed 35 000 

more grounded contributor associations starting in 2000 with a big spending plan of $23 billion 

complete guide and expanded to $78.6 billion in 2004 (Lewis, 2009). There are three critical 

segments to worldwide contributors as implementers: impetuses and accomplices. The 

implementer's job included assembling assets to give labor and products to needy individuals. The 

impetuses activity is the motivation, help, and commitment towards improved reasoning and 

activity to advance social change. This action can be aimed at individuals, associations, foundations, 

and governments. The accomplice's job is to liaise with the government, associations, and offices 

on joint exercises like discretionary lead and instructive projects (Lewis, 2009).  

The Commission on Science and Technology Development in the South (COMSATS) 2007 

assembled a catalog of worldwide contributors and advancement associations that are, as of now, 

celebrated and dynamic on the world stage for improvement help to different areas like 

popularity-based advancement, financial supportability, medical care establishments, instructive 

establishments, common liberties associations and so on The catalog introduced around 66 of 

them out of which this investigation tracked down the most applicable to have included: Canadian 

International Development Agency (CIDA); Department for International Development (DFID); 

MacArthur Foundation; Rockefeller Foundation; United et al. (UNDP) and United State Agency for 

International Development (USAID). These were discovered to be most significant because they 

have been effectively occupied with benefactor exercises and constituent help in Nigeria since 

1999. Other giver offices that were likewise dynamic in Nigerian State yet were not referenced in 

this work incorporate the United Kingdom Agency for International Development (UKAID), 

International Federation for Electoral System (IFES), National Democratic Institute (NDI), 

International Republican Institute (IRI), European Union (E.U.) and European Commonwealth 

Observer Mission (EUCOM).  

A massive target of unfamiliar, in any case, alluded to as global giver intercession in agricultural 

nations, is the advancement of financial turn of events and government assistance, typically 

estimated by its effect on economic development and improvement. Audretsch& Feldman (1996) 

said the reason that African nations are poor and cannot be created without outer mediation from 

the grown West had achieved the association of both reciprocal and multilateral contributor offices 

in the improvement cycle of numerous African nations. The mediations were principally capital 

infusions in certain areas of the economies of African nations. 

As indicated by Arora &Athreye (2002), monetary advancement includes improving human 

resources, expanding the education proportion, improving the robust framework, improving well-

being and security, and different regions that target expanding the overall government assistance 

of the residents. Monetary advancement is utilized conversely with financial development. In any 

case, there is a recognizably significant contrast between the two. Economic development can be 

seen as a subcategory of financial turn of events. Monetary advancement is an administration 
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strategy to expand financial and social government assistance and guarantee a stable world of 

politics. Financial Development, then again, is the overall expansion in the nation's items and 

administration yield (Arrow, 2002).  

Beine, Docquier, and Rapoport (2001) said monetary advancement incorporates financial 

development estimated regarding GDP and its distributional measurements. Regarding this, a few 

financial analysts incorporate the job of diminishing neediness, the arrangement of improving 

fundamental necessities, labor, and products, and decreased disparities in pay dispersion in the 

meaning of monetary improvement, which can be accomplished by expanding the pace of creation 

and work. Developing a profitable business is another measurement that enters the meaning of 

financial turn of events. Nevertheless, some giver offices have likewise been straightforwardly 

engaged in specific projects and undertakings in non-industrial nations, finishing government 

endeavors in the improvement cycle (Umaru, 2012).  

Amsden (1997) kept up that, following Nigeria's autonomy in 1960, numerous respective and 

multilateral benefactor organizations have reacted to the improvement needs of the country via 

interceding in formative projects and ventures. Lewis (1982) comments that all contributor 

countries have blended purposes for interceding and that these can be sorted into three 

gatherings; first, monetary help to additional the giver's public premium in the accompanying 

manners: a) fundamental and protection reason, b) philosophical as well as political reason, and c) 

the benefactor's own financial and business interests, looked for through extended fare, increment 

admittance to scant materials or additional opportunities for private financial backers.  

Foreign Donor Interventions and Economic Development 

Singer and Ansari (1977), referred to in Love and Jacob (2018), characterize advancement 

regarding the decline of neediness. "Financial advancement is implied not just an increment in a 

country's GNP but a reduction in destitution at an individual level. Presumably, the best pointers of 

neediness are low food utilization and higher joblessness. If these issues are adequately managed, 

the Development of GNP and with a sensibly fair pay dispersion, at that point and really at that 

time, can real monetary improvement be discussed".  

In 1980 The World Bank illustrated the difficulties of advancement as economic development 

and joined the perspectives on eyewitnesses taking a more extensive point of view when in its 

1991 World Development Report, it stated: "The test of improvement is to improve personal 

satisfaction. In the planet's helpless nations, superior personal satisfaction calls for higher wages; 

however, it includes substantially more. It incorporates as finishes in themselves better training, 

the better quality of well-being and nourishment, less neediness, a more clear climate, greater 

balance of chance, more significant individual opportunity, and a more extravagant social life". 

Chime (2012) added that, in the 1990s, business analysts characterized improvement regarding 

human government assistance, better instruction, low joblessness, low lack of healthy sustenance, 

sickness, low neediness, more significant equity, and so forth, and little significance as been given 

to GDP and its substance. In the 1990's improvement, financial experts zeroed in more 
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straightforwardly on the advancement cycle. Mahbub-ul Haq, a primary Pakistani market analyst, 

commented, "The improvement issue should be characterized as a particular assault on the most 

noticeably terrible types of destitution. Advancement should be characterized by reformism and 

possible disposal of unhealthiness, sickness, lack of education, dirtiness, joblessness, and 

disparities (Block & Keller,2009).  

A similar thought was featured in the United Nations Human Development Report (1994). The 

report declares: "Individuals are brought into the world with certain possible abilities. The 

motivation behind the improvement is establishing a climate wherein all individuals can extend 

their abilities, and openings can be broadened for the present and people in the future. The 

genuine establishment of human advancement is universalism in recognizing the existing cases of 

everybody. Abundance is of significance to human existence. However, zeroing in totally on it is 

bogus for two reasons: First, amassing abundance is not required for the satisfaction of some 

significant human decisions. Second, human decisions stretch out a long way past financial 

prosperity". In this way, financial advancement is a good idea that incorporates monetary and non-

financial viewpoints (Love and Jacob. 2018).  

Amartya (1999) said, "Improvement requires the evacuation of significant wellsprings of 

disparities, neediness to oppression, poor financial freedoms just as orderly friendly hardship, 

disregard of public offices just as prejudice or over the action of harsh states." In this manner, we 

reason that total and per capita genuine earnings are not good pointers of financial turn of events. 

Monetary advancement concerns financial, social, and institutional components fundamental for 

massive scope upgrades in the majority's living degrees. Goulet (1971), referred to in Love and 

Jacob (2018), perceives three critical qualities as a significant establishment and rule: (a) Life 

Sustenance: The capacity to address fundamental issues: There are some essential requirements 

(food, cover, and so on) that are fundamental for development in personal satisfaction. Thus, the 

fundamental capacity of monetary action is to beat individuals from wretchedness emerging from 

lack of food and cover. (b) Self-Regard: Confidence is the second general segment of the easy 

street. Confidence alludes to self-confidence and autonomy, and for the advancement of a country, 

it is a fundamental condition. Agricultural nations need advancement for confidence to dispose of 

the sensation of predominance. (c) Freedom: A third all-inclusive worth is the idea of opportunity. 

The opportunity here is perceived as a principal feeling of delivery from opportunity, 

independence from wretchedness foundations, and unyielding convictions. It alludes to 

independence from three disasters of need, obliviousness, and dirtiness.   

McGranahan (1972) presents social variables as a significant marvel during the time spent on 

the monetary turn of events. As per McGranahan, the "advancement hypothesis is quite distracted 

with the pace of social components as information sources or requirements for financial 

development. For the most part, it is accepted that disregarding these elements has prompted a 

disillusioning pace of economic development. Simultaneously, it is apparent that no basic general 

law can be expressed concerning the economic effect of training, well-being, lodging, and other 
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social segments". Michael Todaro's meaning of financial advancement incorporates both monetary 

and social decisions and proposes that improving the way of life should ensure financial and social 

decisions and contends that improvement ought to "extend the scope of the financial and social 

decision to people and countries by liberating them from bondage and reliance, not comparable to 

others and country states, yet in addition to the powers of obliviousness and human 

wretchedness." Feldman and Kelley (2003) characterizes monetary advancement "as an 

imaginative interaction prompting the underlying change of the social framework" while 

Schumpeter characterizes improvement regarding an irregular and unconstrained change in the 

fixed state which constantly modifies and uproots the harmony state beforehand existing."  

Repeating the assertion made by Professor Michael Todaro on the financial turn of events, an 

expansion in everyday environments, improvement of the resident's confidence needs, and a free 

and fair society. He recommends that the most exact strategy for estimating monetary 

advancement is the Human Development Index which considers the education rates and future, 

which like this, entirely affects profitability and could prompt Economic Growth. In any case, 

monetary advancement can likewise be estimated by considering the GDI (sex-related list) (Bok, 

2009). The human measurement, which mirrors the requirement for change in financial 

prosperity, is the focal point of this contention. Government and nongovernmental projects should 

straightforwardly and, by implication, improve the prosperity of residents. 

Contemporary Trends in Donor Agencies Activities 

In a preposterous decade, the degree and design of improvement activities have changed 

drastically, with both the expansion and experimentation by giver accomplices. To the extent 

monetary responsibilities go, the aggregate sum and extent of help compared with nations' gross 

public pay (GNI) have expanded from a noteworthy low of 0.22% GNI in 1997 to 0.32% GNI in 

2010, totaling $127.5 billion (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, 2010) 

inaccurate improvement help. Much of this Development in subsidizing has been coordinated 

toward tending to worldwide well-being concerns (Piva & Dodd, 2009). As financing builds, we are 

seeing a continuous expansion in the number of givers. As estimated by the Herfindahl file of 

industry fixation, contributors have given subsidizing to an expanding number of beneficiaries; 

correspondingly, beneficiary nations have gotten help from an expanding number of giver 

organizations (Easterly, 2007; Easterly &Pfutze, 2008; Knack & Rahman, 2008). Kharas and Linn 

(2008) gauge that 563 authority help offices carry out around 60,000 openly subsidized guide 

projects. 

In 2000, a normal beneficiary nation got support from 15 two-sided and ten multilateral 

associations. (Reinikka, 2008), figures which belittle the quantity of contributor beneficiary 

linkages today. In the well-being area explicitly, while two-sided organizations represent the 

majority of the absolute subsidizing, the extent disseminated by multilateral contributors has 

expanded after some time. The offer from respective benefactors and advancement banks has 
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declined (Ravishankar et al., 2009). A significant number of these new benefactor associations are 

unequivocally engaged to separate themselves from customary two-sided (e.g., USAID), 

multilateral (e.g., UNDP), and advancement bank models and design their help in manners that 

endeavor to address apparent inadequacies of such projects. Conspicuous among these 

industrious giver investigates have been: the arrangement of lacking, capricious, and prohibitive 

monetary help, allotment of help dependent on political and business contemplations, utilization of 

firm execution methodologies that are inadequately incorporated into nearby frameworks, and 

dependence on measure situated rather results-based result measures (Birdsall, 2008; Easterly, 

2002; Easterly, 2006; Kharas& Linn, 2008; Paul, 2006; Radelet, 2004; Radelet& Levine, 2008; 

Sachs, 2005; Svensson, 2008; Wane, 2004). 

Exploring Donor Agencies as Development Assistance 

To coordinate benefactor measurements in the advancement help study given the new 

experimentation among advancement givers and the powerful urge to improve help viability in 

light of many years of baffling advancement results (Doucouliagos & Paldam, 2009; Easterly, 2006; 

Kenny, 2008; Moyo, 2009), the absence of examination on the contributor side of the contributor 

beneficiary relationship is astounding. Considering the conceivably significant effect these notable 

entertainers could have in molding the objectives, execution, and viability of their guide programs, 

efficient assessment of improvement contributors should be on time.  

The expanding assortment of giver types and approaches is more factor to have the option to 

seek after this kind of similar work among this compelling yet disregarded arrangement of 

partners. A significant advance in joining benefactors in the investigation of improvement help is 

the I.D. of recognizing highlights among giver models, closely resembling how has been managed 

beneficiary nations (Acemoglu et al., 2001; Banerjee & Iyer,2005; Burnside & Dollar, 2000; Collier, 

2002; Collier & Dollar, 2004; Congressional et al., 1997; Easterly, 2006). In these investigations, the 

connections of benefactor association with both homegrown and beneficiary country partners 

were analyzed. All the more explicitly, contributor type and possession structure as necessary 

measurements along which givers were found to be changed. Both reflect conspicuous subjects in 

improving writing just as significant patterns are being developed in practice. Benefactor type 

(reciprocal versus multilateral) characterizes the partners on whom the giver organization relies 

for wellsprings of income and authenticity as a lawful substance, those to whom the office should 

legitimize its activities to get proceeded with monetary and political help.  

Donor Type and Impact of Development Agencies 

A large group of experimental proof has reliably exhibited that singular country governments 

utilize unfamiliar help to accomplish political, business, advancement, and philanthropic objectives 

(Alesina & Dollar, 2000; Barthelemy & Tichit, 2002; Collier & Dollar, 2004; Milner & Tingley, 2010; 

Trumbull & Wall, 1994; USAID, 2002). Homegrown guide project workers and providers in 
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benefactor nations try to keep up their income streams and may constrain policymakers to 

redirect assets from being put straightforwardly in beneficiary nations (Svensson, 2008). In 

contrast to two-sided contributors, addressing a solitary country (though with numerous 

constituent parts), multilateral benefactor choices address bargain choices of various partners, 

regularly state governments. Because of their assorted enrollment, multilateral associations might 

be more protected from homegrown pressing factors and might have the option to use rivalry 

among individuals to create more straightforward and savvy rehearses in the obtainment of labor 

and products. These variables should empower them to seek more significant improvement 

situations instead of political goals (Martens, 2002). 

Donor Agencies Ownership Structure and Impact of Development Assistance 

Albeit the sort of benefactor alludes to the relations of help associations with their 
public or upstream constituents, proprietorship structure identifies with their 
associations with downstream beneficiary nation partners, the degree to which givers 
include these entertainers in critical and operational choices. The regularizing guideline of 
contributor beneficiary association is a focal element of the Millennium Development 
Goals (Barnes & Brown, 2011). Beneficiary country possession is additionally a critical 
component of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, which approaches givers to 
adjust their help to country advancement techniques and nearby frameworks. The 
participatory advancement writing features the advantages of neighborhood 
proprietorship for adequacy, effectiveness, and value reasons. Including the individuals 
nearest to the issue can improve viability by decreasing data holes. More exact data like 
this can prompt more successful and inside reliable venture plans that better address the 
issues of the local area and focus on the gatherings that need it most. Diminishing data 
imbalances can deliver more proper and opportune criticism, lead to better observing, and 
more prominent use of figuring out how to make mid-course upgrades. 
Characterizing Country Ownership and Patterns of Donors-Recipient Relations  

In a ludicrous decade, the local giver area has flagged a more evident enthusiasm for 
the significance of country proprietorship being developed. (Barnes and Brown, 2011). 
The 2005 Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the 2008 Accra Agenda for Action 
attest that administration by 'accomplice' beneficiary nations over their public 
improvement strategies is essential to acknowledging manageable turn of events. 
Contributor signatories have focused on adjusting help to these needs and supporting 
expansive, comprehensive associations among benefactors, governments, giver 
accomplices, and the private area (Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, 2005/2008). Expanded country possession is likewise a distinctive quality 
of late worldwide well-being activities, with the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria (GFATM) and GAVI Alliance requiring beneficiary nation planning bunches 
with agents from different areas as a pre-state of subsidizing (Atun & Kazatchkine, 2009; 
Radelet& Levine, 2008). 

 
 
 



 International Donor Agencies Developmental Prospects in Delta and Edo States…. 

 Prosperity: Journal of Society and Empowerment — Vol 3, No 1 (2023) 

 
│ 58 

Methods 

To carry out this research, the descriptive method is used to evaluate and describe the 

behavior of the specific indicators selected for the different performance elements according to 

their order of importance in this work.  

Determination of instruments: 

 The questionnaires were developed based on the Likert-type escalation method; the basic 

techniques are interviews, observations, and statistical documentary review; questionnaires were 

applied to obtain more information on the behavior of the indicators. Each indicator was sorted 

between 1 and 5 in order of priority (1 the most necessary or important, five the least essential or 

not necessary).  

Results and Discussion 

Ugwuegbe, Okafor, and Akarogbe (2016) researched the impact of outside getting and 

unfamiliar monetary guide (unfamiliar award) as accurate improvement help (ODA) on the 

development of the Nigerian economy over a time of a long time from 1980 to 2013. Their 

investigation utilized the Ordinary Least Squares strategy (OLS) and uncovered an unfamiliar 

guide that was decidedly identified with GDP, however measurably inconsequential. By and by, 

this discussion is still underway and has remained generally uncertain. This is because the issue 

cannot be chosen in absolute financial terms, which is a significant entanglement of most 

investigations. Like the subject of improvement, the unfamiliar guide is a multi-dimensional 

wonder. Mankiw (1995), in the wake of looking at experimental models of a few countries' 

developments, proposed that the around 100 countries for which information on financial 

execution over late many years is an accessible offer to a couple of perceptions to permit 

researchers to separate among the numerous different components that add to development, 

remarkably including unfamiliar guide. As per Mankiw, the exact proof from this body or 

exploration is too restricted to even think about empowering investigators to arrive at solid 

resolutions.  

Burnside and Dollar (2004) returned to the connection between help and development 

utilizing a new informational index zeroing in on the 1990s. Their proof backings the view that the 

effect of help relies upon the nature of state foundations and arrangements. They utilized a general 

proportion of organizations and strategies well-known in development writing. The cooperation of 

help and institutional quality has a strong positive relationship with the development most 

grounded in instrumental variable relapses. There is no help for speculation that the guide has a 

similar beneficial outcome. There are all the earmarks of no relationship between the measure of 

unfamiliar guidance a nation gets and its per capita pace of financial development. This has 

encouraged energetic discussion among market analysts about whether help is compelling. 

Despite numerous scholastic articles, this writing has not agreed. Specialists are partitioned into 

philosophical camps, each battling for their model, with one gathering professing to show that 

guide works and the other gathering highlighting an absence of vigor of these outcomes. 
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Table 4.1: Projects executed  

by selected International Donor Agencies in the Delta  States 

S/N Project Delta Percentage 

1 Construction of Civic Centre 27 11.89% 

2 Construction of Educational block 67 29.52% 

3 Construction of Water 32 14.10% 

4 Construction of Health Centre 50 22.03% 

5 Construction of Cassava Mill 11 4.85% 

6 Construction of Market 17 7.49% 

7 Construction of Palm Oil Mill 4 1.76% 

8 Skills acquisition Centre 3 1.32% 

9 Budget Transparency survey 2 0.88% 

10 Community Town Halls 3 1.32% 

11 ICT Centre/Equipment 2 0.88% 

12 Roads/Drainage 2 0.88% 

13 Electricity Project 3 1.32% 

14 E-Library 2 0.88% 

15 Educational Grants 2 0.88% 

Total Project 227 100% 

Source: www.deltaseefor.org, 2020 

 

Delta State: As seen from Table 4.1 above, available reports show that 227 

projects were executed in Delta State by selected International Donor Agencies under 

several Micro Project Programmes and the Niger Delta Support Programmes schemes 

sponsored by the European Union and other donor agencies. These projects cut across 

the construction of: Civic Center (11.89%), Educational blocks (29.52%), Water 

supplies (14.10%), Health Care Facilities (22.03%), Cassava Mill (4.85%), Market 

(7.49%), and Palm Oil Mill (1.76%). Other areas that received interventions were Skill 

Acquisition Centers (1.32%), Budget Transparency (0.88%), Community town halls 

(1.32%), ICT Centers (0.88%), Roads/Drainages (0.8%), Electricity Projects (1.32%), E-

http://www.edoseefor.org/www.deltaseefor.org
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Library and Educational Grants (0.88% respectively). Among the three Senatorial 

Districts in Delta State, 40.09% of the executed projects were in Delta North, 31.28% in 

Delta Central, and 28.63% in Delta South.  

 
 
Figure 4.1: Senatorial Distribution of Selected International Donor Agencies 
Projects in Delta State 
 

Table 4.2: Projects executed  
by selected International Donor Agencies in the Edo States 

S/N Project Edo Percentage 

1 Construction of Civic Centre 
2 1.80% 

2 Construction of Educational block 
30 27.03% 

3 Construction of Water 
13 11.71% 

4 Construction of Health Centre 
20 18.02% 

5 Construction of Cassava Mill 
2 1.80% 

6 Construction of Market 
9 8.11% 

7 Construction of Palm Oil Mill 
1 0.90% 

8 Skills acquisition Centre 
3 2.70% 

9 Budget Transparency survey 
1 0.90% 
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10 Community Town Halls 
14 12.61% 

11 ICT Centre/Equipment 
1 0.90% 

12 Roads/Drainage 
5 4.50% 

13 Electricity Project 
6 5.41% 

14 E-Library 
1 0.90% 

15 Educational Grants 
3 2.70% 

Total Projects 111 100% 

Source: www.edoseefor.org 2020 
 

Edo State: As can be seen from table 4.2, available reports show that a total of 
111 projects were executed in Edo State by selected International Donor Agencies 
under several Micro Project Programmes, World Bank SEEFOR programs, and the Niger 
Delta Support Programmes schemes sponsored by the European Union and other donor 
agencies. These projects cut across the construction of: Civic Center (1.80%), 
Educational blocks (27.03%), Water supplies (11.71%), Health Care Facilities 
(18.02%), Cassava Mill (1.80%), Market (8.11%), and Palm Oil Mill (0.90%). Other 
areas that received interventions were Skill Acquisition Centers (2.70%), Budget 
Transparency (0.90%), Community town halls (12.61%), ICT Centers (0.90%), 
Roads/Drainages ($.50%), Electricity Projects (5.41%), E-Library (0.90%) and 
Educational Grants (2.70%). Among the three Senatorial Districts in Edo State, 45.95% 
of the executed projected were in Edo South, 42.43% in Edo North, and 21.62% in Edo 
Central. The above discussion is provided in Table 4.2 and Figure 4.2 below. 

 

http://www.edoseefor.org/www.deltaseefor.org
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Figure 4.2: Senatorial Distribution of International Donor Agencies Projects in 
Edo State 
 
Theoretical Framework  
 

The examination received the Integrated Development hypothetical structure to clarify the part 

of chosen global benefactor offices in improving Delta and Edo states. The significant defender of 

this hypothesis is Abasiekong (1982). As per Abasiekong (1982), incorporated advancement is an 

extensive and composed methodology, all things considered, and offices concerned, pointed 

toward including country individuals in deciding arrangements, arranging and executing of 

programs that are intended to improve their financial social and social conditions and empower 

them to make a positive commitment to financial turn of events. The advocate of this hypothesis 

keeps up that improvement is worried about everything, including the harvests developed by the 

ranchers, the merchandise sold and the street along which it is shipped to the market by the 

dealers, the schools went to by the kids, and the infection influencing a body. 
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extensive and composed methodology, all things considered, and offices concerned, pointed 

toward including country individuals in deciding arrangements, arranging and executing of 

programs that are intended to improve their financial social and social conditions and empower 

them to make a positive commitment to financial turn of events. The advocate of this hypothesis 

keeps up that improvement is worried about everything, including the harvests developed by the 

ranchers, the merchandise sold and the street along which it is shipped to the market by the 

dealers, the schools went to by the kids, and the infection influencing a body. 
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This way, the hypothesis looks to comprehend these linkages and make proper arrangements 

for the resultant's belongings of change in one or few components on the others (Nkpoyen, 2013). 

The incorporated provincial advancement model believes improvement to be an extensive and 

comprehensive system, including the improvement of the whole country's economy, and 

accentuates the way that the monetary base in the rural zones must be expanded through 

endeavors to assemble and better use human and regular assets by offering types of assistance, by 

making inspiration and buying power through the appropriation of pay and business openings, by 

building up nearer connects between agricultural, modern and administration areas in the rural 

zones and by improving the states of living concerning lodging, water supply, training, medical 

services conveyance, and so forth through the help of miniature ventures program. The hypothesis 

advocates that miniature activities program as a destitution easing methodology ought to be multi-

dimensional, covering admittance to consumable water, instructive program, improving the well-

being status of the residents, and another institutional system essential to improve their financial 

lives. This likewise involves the participation and composed activities of all organizations engaged 

with improvement to unite with the local area to guarantee its turn of events (Ottong & Bassey, 

2009). 

Coordinated rustic turn of events (IRD) projects was exceptionally well known during the 

1970s among significant advancement organizations like the World Bank, the African 

Development Bank, the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), and the International Maize and Wheat Improvement 

Center (CIMMYT), among others. Two important meetings have been singled out as vital in a 

significant shift towards IRD by significant givers (Ruttan, 1984). In 1971, a significant conference 

was held at the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in Rome on 'Agrarian 

Institutions for Integrated Rural Development.' In 1973, World Bank president Robert McNamara 

delivered a discourse to the Board of Governors in Nairobi. He promised to battle world neediness 

through a coordinated way to deal with country advancement. From that point forward, 

incorporated provincial improvement has become an undeniably significant focal point of 

multilateral and two-sided advancement organizations and NGOs. 

Two significant reasons are said to represent the notoriety of IRD projects during the 1970s: 

the boundless determination of neediness in provincial regions and the apparent need to at the 

same time address different imperatives to Financial Development. Improvement endeavors 

during the 1950s and 1960s were primarily dedicated to advancing industrialization and local area 

improvement following the hypothetical reasoning and the improvement talk of the time. Before 

the finish of the 1960s, in any case, the constancy of neediness in rustic zones recommended that 

these arrangements had to a great extent, fizzled and that advancement mediations had 

abandoned whole portions of the local populace. It was felt that denied regions required special 

projects to improve profitability and that a bundle of essential administrations must be given. 

Simultaneously, it was accepted that neediness could not be tended to by advancing rural turn of 

events. Destitute individuals' chances, it was thought, were restricted by different imperatives in 

framework, well-being, and instruction that should have been tended to all the while. IRD projects 
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vowed to address these numerous imperatives abusing cooperative energies and 

complementarities across areas. 

References to collective energies and complementarities were regular in the conversation of 

IRD undertakings of the time, and they reviewed hypotheses of the 'huge push' set forward by the 

'high improvement speculations' of the 1950s (Krugman, 1995). Creators like Rosenstein-Rodan 

(1943), Hirschman (1958), and Leibenstein (1957) had deciphered improvement not as a steady 

interaction but rather as the after-effect of an extreme change in the economy through 

synchronous changes in all areas. As indicated by these creators, monetary advancement would 

require concurrent development in all areas through the activity of forward and reverse linkages 

and economies of scale. By the mid-1970s, these improvement speculations were undermined in 

scholastic and strategy circles. However, the thought of collective energies and complementarities 

across areas waited on in the act of IRD projects. However, the exact idea of the guessed 

associations across areas like agribusiness, well-being, and schooling was rarely explored or 

depicted. 

The act of coordinated country advancement took various structures, including little territory 

intercessions, bundles of farming mediations, and all-encompassing projects. The spearheading 

town improvement project run by the Pakistani Academy for Rural Development at Comilla in 

present Bangladesh was an incredible wellspring of motivation for the planners of IRD projects 

(Ruttan, 1984). The Academy was set up in 1959 as an exploratory preparing station, and it 

advanced into an all-encompassing improvement program dependent on the participation 

between nearby specialists and networks and planning exercises in horticulture, water, well-being, 

and schooling. Spectators of the time announced that the venture had effectively created 

cooperatives and expanded ranchers' productivity. Following the Comilla model, comparative 

coordinated tasks were set up in different nations like the venture in Puebla (Mexico) and 

Lilongwe (Malawi) (World Bank 1988).  

IRD projects shared some common attributes. They all emphasized farming and the objective of 

expanding crop profitability and horticultural salaries. This was typically sought through a bundle 

of mediations, including agreeable turn of events, credit access, input conveyance, and admittance 

to streets and markets. In any case, IRD projects worked out positively past farming mediations 

and were regularly multi-sectoral, remembering intercessions for well-being, instruction, and 

foundation. They depended on a concentrated unit that organized and completed exercises in 

various territories. Since programs were regularly executed in denied regions without the 

institutional construction and abilities to give this coordination, the coordination units were set up 

once again and depended on exceptionally talented specialized staff and exiles. 

IRD projects became the standard way to deal with country improvement during the 1970s. 

For instance, the World Bank endorsed 227 such tasks somewhere in the range between 1975 and 

1989. However, it never utilized the term IRD unequivocally and favored the term 'territory 

improvement undertakings' (World Bank, 1988). IRD projects become undesirable in approach 

circles in the mid-1980s with the rise of the Washington Consensus and another philosophy 

unfriendly to rural turn of events and public area intercessions. By the last part of the 1980s, all 

IRD projects had been deserted; however, components of IRD were made due to Community-
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Driven Development (CDD) and projects advanced by some multilateral organizations like the 

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and NGOs.  

The incredible prevalence of IRD in the global advancement local area and its later abrupt death 

seems, by all accounts, to be connected more to changes in the world of politics than to enthusiasm 

for proof of their adequacy. The boundless appropriation of IRD during the 1970s mirrored a 

significant change being developed, from a worry about financial development to the objective of 

decreasing pay differences, battling neediness, and meeting the necessities of poor people 

(Rondinelli, 1979). The World Bank during the 1970s made uncommon monetary payments in 

country improvement to satisfy the objective of battling provincial destitution initiated by its 

President, Robert McNamara, frequently without appropriate arranging and assessment (World 

Bank 1988). In the mid-1980s, the new advancement strategy of primary change radically 

diminished assets for public speculations and neediness-lightening programs (World Bank, 1993), 

mainly on political and philosophical grounds. 

A tremendous measure of literature on IRD projects was delivered during the 1970s, and 

account audits of this writing have commonly reasoned that the proof against the adequacy of IRD 

projects was overpowering. We must avoid a feeling of botched freedom even by skimming this 

writing. In over ten years, many huge-scope projects were executed in various structures by 

various offices in an unfathomably wide assortment of settings without an assessment framework 

set up to gain from these encounters. While an agreement has arisen that these tasks could have 

been more practical, a few inquiries still need to be answered. For instance, how much did projects 

fizzle due to a major disappointment in the plan or execution issues identified with the shortfall of 

good political and regulatory help? IRD projects were executed after early fruitful encounters; 

however, what were the logical qualities of execution, carrying out organizations, and recipients 

that impacted their prosperity? Could IRD intercessions have been more powerful had they 

received a more decentralized and participatory execution approach? In this article, we still need 

to build up these inquiries further instead of centering around two essential topics.  

The writing on incorporated rustic advancement is overwhelmed by two key accounts. The 

principal account is that there are gains in incorporating mediation across various areas like 

farming, well-being, and schooling. The explanation is that coordination misuses 

complementarities and collaborations: impacts in various areas, like agribusiness, schooling, and 

well-being, build up one another. The subsequent account is that, however hypothetically 

engaging, joining does not work. By the mid-1980s, an agreement arose among scholastics and 

policymakers that IRD projects needed to be more logical and workable. Spectators had arrived at 

the resolution that the intricacy of incorporating intercessions exceeded the increases delivered by 

collective energies. 

 

 

 

 

 



 International Donor Agencies Developmental Prospects in Delta and Edo States…. 

 Prosperity: Journal of Society and Empowerment — Vol 3, No 1 (2023) 

 
│ 66 

Conclusion 

The study examined the prospects of international donor agencies in the Development of Delta 

and Edo States. From the findings of this study, we concluded that corruption and bad governance, 

political and ethnic interest in developmental projects, climatic factors, poor infrastructural 

foundations, and expanding insecurity as critical developmental challenges affecting the survival of 

projects and programs in the oil-producing states. Moreover, the development focus of these 

international donor agencies is the same in Delta and Edo States because their main focus is on 

alleviating poverty. The study also concluded that development challenges confronting 

international donor agencies affect the development promoted in Delta and Edo States. 
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